The apparent incidence of antenatally-diagnosed congenital lung malformations (CLM) is rising (1 in 3000) and the majority undergo elective resection even if asymptomatic. The thoracoscopic approach has been popularised, with early series reporting high conversion rates and significant complications. A large number of high-volume case series exist since the only other published metaanalysis (data from pre-2010) on this subject. We aimed to perform systematic review/meta-analysis of outcomes of thoracoscopic vs open excision of asymptomatic CLMs.
